Congressman Fred Upton
Introduction

Jobs and the Economy Here in Southwest Michigan
In December, the House passed the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act which permanently renews vital tax credits. Providing tax certainty to our local small business owners will help create good-paying local jobs and boost our economy.
In October, I joined the majority of my House colleagues in advancing H.R. 1314, the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015. This budget deal brings certainty to our local economy and is good for our seniors, military, and taxpayers.
Also in October, the House voted to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank. The bank serves as a critical investment agency for Southwest Michigan: It currently supports 15 Southwest Michigan companies and nearly 500 local jobs. It also supports nearly 60,000 jobs throughout the state. By making commonsense reforms to the bank as part of the reauthorization, we made it more effective and efficient.
In January, the House passed legislation that would protect the nation's most-vulnerable workers by restoring the definition of "full-time" work to 40 hours per week. The legislation would repeal a provision of the president's health care law that changed the definition of "full-time" to 30 hours per week. Our commonsense, bipartisan legislation helps workers by increasing the hours they can work to earn a living and increasing their take home pay. The big news this December was the announcement that the Michigan Air National Guard's 110 th Attack Wing, stationed in Battle Creek, will be host to a new Cyber Operation Squadron distinction. I joined forces with U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow, D-Lansing, and authored a letter to the Pentagon in support of bedding down this cyber mission at Battle Creek Air Base. The entire Michigan Congressional Delegation signed our letter of support, touting the unique capabilities and infrastructure that Battle Creek has to offer. Additionally, we wanted to draw attention to our first-class cyber training programs at Michigan universities, and the growing cyber security industry in our state that stands ready to support the new squadron in protecting our nation's cyber networks. The new Cyber Squadron puts Southwest Michigan on the front lines of protecting our nation against the ever-evolving threat of cyber attacks.
Following the strong support here in Washington, D.C., I helped lead the first-ever Michigan Congressional Delegation tour of Michigan defense sites in September. We saw the Selfridge A-10 fighter mission up close, the workshops and testing facilities at TACOM and TARDEC, troop training at Camp Grayling, and the expansive base at Fort Custer -which is currently competing for a $3.5 billion East Coast Missile Defense site. Members of our delegation had the opportunity to meet with Michigan National Guard leadership and get a first-hand account of how our state supports the defense of our nation and equips soldiers around the globe.
In 2016, I plan on continuing to work with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to secure Fort Custer as a Pentagon-approved missile defense site.
In November, I supported the passage of the bipartisan National Defense Authorization Act, which was signed into law by President Obama, and gives our men and women in the military the tools they need to do their jobs. It also requires President Obama to come up with a plan to take on the very real threat of terrorist groups like ISIS and denies the president funds to close Guantanamo Bay.
Additionally, whether it is holding the Obama administration accountable for its nuclear deal with Iran, ensuring our refugee program does not needlessly put our country at risk for terrorism, strengthening our Visa Waiver Program for that same reason, or working to combat international human trafficking, I remain committed to working in a bipartisan way to strengthen and improve our national security. In December, the House passed major education reform legislation -the Every Student Succeeds Act -which will replace the outdated No Child Left Behind legislation with commonsense, bipartisan reforms. Among the reforms, the legislation signed into law by President Obama will reduce the federal role in K-12 education to give more flexibility to local and state officials as well as provide individual school districts with more funding flexibility. It also removes the high stakes federal consequences for annual assessments and empowers parents by providing more information about local school performances. It was the first real education reform enacted since 2002.
Advancing Education Opportunities
In February, the House passed another commonsense education bill that would expand and strengthen 529 college savings plans -specifically designed to help middle-class families struggling with student-loan debt burdens. In December, I helped usher a bipartisan piece of legislation through Congress that would ban synthetic plastic microbeads. In late December, President Obama signed our bill into law. Microbeads are tiny scrubbers found in cleansers, body scrubs, and toothpaste. While nearly invisible, smaller than a pinhead, microbeads cause big problems once they are flushed down the drain. Because they are so small, microbeads easily flow through water filtration systems and end up in bodies of water, including the Great Lakes. This is why we worked so hard to #BanTheBead.
Protecting our Great Lakes
Additionally, the House has been on the front lines of working to protect our Great Lakes drinking water, stopping the spread of Asian Carp, examining pipeline safety, and working to authorize the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.
Defending Medicare and Medicaid for the Most Vulnerable
Seniors and our most vulnerable in Southwest Michigan and across the country deserve a safety net that is strong and protects them. They also deserve peace of mind that Medicare and Medicaid will be there for them -and for future generations. The Energy and Commerce Committee has been at the forefront of working in a bipartisan way to strengthen both Medicare and Medicaid -and that effort will continue into 2016 and beyond.
In March, I was proud to help broker a "major breakthrough" bipartisan deal to strengthen Medicare for our seniors. The Medicare Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) budget gimmick has threatened seniors' access to health care through the years and led to 17 temporary patches during nearly two decades at a cost of $170 billion. H.R. 2, the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act, which was signed into law by the president, permanently fixes the Medicare payment formula, protects seniors' access to their physicians, and builds upon the foundation the Energy and Commerce Committee established in 2014. Without passage of this important legislation, many doctors would simply refuse to see Medicare patients.
As part of the Bipartisan Budget Deal, we also voted to protect Medicare Part B premiums from rising costs, and gave patients peace of mind they can continue to access the most affordable and accessible treatment close to home.
Additionally, in November, I announced the creation of a Medicaid Task Force at the Energy and Commerce Committee that will work to strengthen and sustain the critical program for our most vulnerable.
Securing the Backbone of our Economy: Southwest Michigan Agriculture
Agriculture has always had strong roots in Southwest Michigan, where our farmers produce everything from asparagus to zucchini. In 2015, I visited farms in all six counties of the Sixth
District, and in listening to our farmers it only reaffirmed that agriculture remains a driving force in our local and state economy. In 2016, I will continue to work with stakeholders to ensure local voices are heard so our agriculture community will continue to produce and thrive.
The biggest concern I heard from farmers in the Sixth District this year was about the proposed Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) rule. We all want clean water, but this onerous rule would have dire consequences for our Southwest Michigan farmers, our economy, and for local jobs. In May, the House passed a bipartisan bill that would stop this rule, protect our farmers, and give local stakeholders a renewed voice in how to move forward.
In October, a Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit issued a nationwide stay to block the enforcement of the rule. H.R. 8, the North American Energy Security and Infrastructure Act, was a product of more than a year of thoughtful work by the Energy and Commerce Committee. This landmark legislation aims to update our energy laws to maximize our energy potential and includes four main pillars: modernizing our energy infrastructure, protecting our electricity system, strengthening our energy security and diplomacy, and improving energy efficiency and government accountability. It was advanced by the House in December by a bipartisan vote.
Ensuring Affordable Energy for Southwest Michigan Families and Businesses
In August, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito, R-West Virginia, joined me in touring Cook Power Plant so we could learn more about Cook's safe nuclear operation and hold discussions about energy supply reliability.
Also in August, I joined U.S. Representative Jackie Walorski, R-Indiana, in demanding answers from British Petroleum about a sharp spike in gas prices that posed a serious hardship for those in both our districts following a problem with its production facility in Indiana. As a conferee to the landmark highway bill that passed in December, and was signed into law by President Obama, we scored a big win for Southwest Michigan drivers, businesses, and families.
Combating Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse
A five-year authorization gives us certainty we desperately need in our local infrastructure projects and the legislation is fully paid for which means we don't add a dime to our deficit. The highway bill reforms and strengthens surface transportation infrastructure and provides much needed flexibility for state and local governments so they can better address their own unique infrastructure priorities.
Additionally, the highway bill focused on important auto safety provisions that have been a priority of mine since I authored the TREAD Act in 2000, which was in response to the tragic The Energy and Commerce Committee in October reviewed six bipartisan proposals aimed specifically at improving broadband deployment meant for consumers across the country. Included in this package is legislation known as "Dig-Once" which would require any highway construction project receiving federal dollars to include conduits for broadband access.
As we look to 2016, we'll continue to have an eye on Internet accessibility issues so that every part of our community has access to Internet connectivity.
Conclusion
As this report highlights, 2015 was a productive year to be sure, and our focus in 2016 will continue to be on improving our Southwest Michigan economy, working to create good-paying, local jobs, and a myriad of other issues that affect families and businesses. As 2016 gets underway, my pledge to Southwest Michigan is that my office will continue to focus on how we can advance bipartisan solutions and to get the job done for you.
You can learn more about my work at my website, or on my social media accounts: Facebook, Medium, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter. And you can sign up for my weekly email updates here.
